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1
Statement of Senator Claiborne Pell (D,RI)
on the Report of the National Goals Panel
and the Education Budget

The Report of the National Goals Panel is a mixed one. We have made
gains in areas such as mathematics achievement and making sure that our
children enter school ready to learn. In other areas, such as reading
achievement and teacher preparation, we are only holding our own. And in
some areas, most notably safe and drug free schools, our problems appear to
be growing.
In my opinion, there is a clear conclusion we can draw from this
Report: This is not the time to either relax or diminish the small, but critical
federal role in education. Quite to the contrary, it is time to strengthen our
commitment if we are to sustain the gains we have made, move off of dead
center in other areas, and reverse the decline in still others.
This is not the time to have the largest education cut in our history. It
is not the time to risk a 30% cut in federal education spending over the next
seven years. It is not the time to freeze the Title I program and halt progress
in basic skills achievement. It is not the time to cut spending on education
reform. And, it is definitely not the time to reduce our commitment to safe
and drug free schools.
Education is a capital investment in our future. The climb up the
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economic ladder for American after American is directly related to their level
of educational achievement. Every study we know shows a correlation
between an educational attainment and an increase in income. If we pull back
on education, we pull back on the American people.
I agree wholeheartedly with President Clinton when he says that, today,
we face both a budget deficit and an education deficit, and that both must be
addressed.
In my view, one of the best ways we can reduce the budget deficit is
through a strong and vibrant economy driven by a well-educated, well-trained
workforce. It is time that we increased our investment in education. It is not
a time for retreat.

